
Literacy Volunteers of Southwest Minnesota  

P.O. Box 737, 120 North 3rd Street, Suite 10, Marshall MN 56258 
507-401-7337   http://literacyswmn.org   literacy.swmn@gmail.com 
 

“A citizen scientist is an individual who voluntarily contributes his or her time, effort, and 

resources toward scientific research in collaboration with professional scientists or alone. 

These individuals don’t necessarily have a formal science background” 

(http://scistarter.com/page/Citizen%20Science.html) 

Using “regular” people who are not scientists to support scientific research is a growing trend 

in academic science research. Not every scientific study will fit the citizen scientist process, 

but surprisingly many projects do in fields from astronomy to zoology. 

Scistarter is a good place to find out more about what options might be available 

(http://scistarter.com/). Affiliated with the University of Arizona, it is up to date and actively 

linking to project possibilities. Not all projects are aimed at children, but adults could certainly 

work with their kids on many projects. You can sign up for weekly emails, read their blog, or 

follow on Facebook or Twitter. 

Another resource that links you with science projects that ask you to share your computer 

during its idle time to assist with scientific research is at  http://boinc.berkeley.edu/. Currently, 

you can choose to support a range of research projects, from looking for signs of 

extraterrestrial life (SETI, which is in danger of not being funded) to researching possible drugs 

for the Zika virus. 

The insect vacuum and hummingbird projects we have for you today came from Science 

Buddies, which is a good resource for all kinds of science project ideas:  

http://www.sciencebuddies.org/blog/2013/06/calling-naturalists-of-all-ages-citizen-science-

projects-for-the-whole-family.php 

Two of my favorite projects in the field of nature science are: https://www.learner.org/jnorth/ 

and http://www.inaturalist.org/, which is a site “where you can record what you see in nature, 

meet other nature lovers, and learn about the natural world.” Of the two, I think Journey 

North is more geared toward children K-8. As with any online project, it is important to 

monitor actively your child’s engagement in online activities. Better yet, make this a parent-

child activity. If you do not have a computer with Internet access, you can use a smartphone or 

use the computers at the Marshall-Lyon County Library. 

On the following page is a list of some sites you can visit to learn more about citizen science 

and connect with projects. Even if you cannot commit to a citizen science project, reading with 

your child about science-related topics, doing simple science experiments at home, exploring 

nature, watching the night sky, and going to science events are great shared activities. 
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https://student.societyforscience.org/sciencenews-students (for upper elementary and older) 

is a good way to read about a range of science topics. http://sciencenetlinks.com/ from the 

American Association for the Advancement of Science is a resource for teachers that has 

content accessible to non-scientist parents. It’s a great learning tool to give you lessons you 

can adapt to do with your child. 

ARE YOU READY TO BE A CITIZEN SCIENTIST? 

http://celebrateurbanbirds.org/ Founded in 2007, Celebrate Urban Birds is a year-round 
project developed and launched by The Cornell Lab of Ornithology. Its primary purpose is to 
reach diverse urban audiences who do not already participate in science or scientific 
investigation. 

http://www.lostladybug.org/index.php asks for citizen scientists to help monitor native 
ladybug populations (kid-friendly) 

There are frog monitoring sites in our area: https://www.pwrc.usgs.gov/naamp/index.cfm?  

A resource for older kids and adults who like computer games is FoldIt, with games related to 

something called protein folding. http://fold.it/portal 

Our after-school STEAM literacy program made use of this website for our phenology proect. 

Check out our tree, which was an art project inspired by our study of a cottonwood on 

Southview Street over 9 months. https://www.usanpn.org/  

These links take you to other resources about citizen science:  

http://pbskids.org/scigirls/citizen-science Uses SciStarter database, and is a fun website 

 https://www.nwf.org/Wildlife/Wildlife-Conservation/Citizen-Science.aspx links to projects 

focused on nature and the outdoors environment 

http://nationalgeographic.org/idea/citizen-science-projects/ is a good starting point, but a few 

of the links did not work. The NGS website overall is a good resource (but a little commercial 

compared to the others). Registering at the site will give you better access.. 

Want to find stardust? This site requires a computer. If you or your child are interested in 
astronomy in a technical way, go to  http://stardustathome.ssl.berkeley.edu/ Together, you 
and thousands of other Stardust@home participants will find the first pristine interstellar dust 
particles ever brought to Earth. Also check out http://science.nasa.gov/citizen-scientists/  
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